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Probable Cause

The National Transportation Safety Board determines that the probable
cause of the collapse of the I-35W bridge in Minneapolis, Minnesota, was the
mdeqlmbelmdmpanty,duemadaxgnenorbySverdmp&PamelmtdAssouates

» gusset p ac on O
(1) substantial measesmﬂwwagluofﬁ\ebndge,whxhresulted from previous
bridge modifications, and (2) the traffic and concentrated construction loads on the
bridge on the day of the collapse. Contributing to the design error was the failure
of Sverdrup & Parcel’s quality control procedures to ensure that the appropriate
mamh‘ussgnssetplatecaknlahmsmeperfmmedfor&telmbndgemd

the inadequate design review by Federal and State transportation officials.
Contributing to the accident was the genﬂ'a]ly accepted practice among Federal
and State transportation officials of giving inadequate attention to gusset plates
dumgmspechomforcondmmofdntommsudusbcwmgandofexdudmg
gusset plates in load rating analyses.
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